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and ships, the other of stately palaces, churches, mon-
asteries, castles, gardens, delicious fields and meadows,
Mount Vesuvius smoking-, the promontory of Minerva
and Misenum, Caprese, Prochyta, Ischia, Pausilipum,
Puteoli, and the rest, doubtless one of the most diver-
tissant and considerable vistas in the world. The church
is most elegantly built; the very pavements of the com-
mon cloister being all laid with variously polished mar-
bles, richly figured. They showed us a massy cross of
silver, much celebrated for the workmanship and carving,
and said to have been fourteen years in perfecting. The
choir also is of rare art; but above all to be admired, is
the yet unfinished church of the Jesuits, certainly, if ac-
complished, not to be equalled in Europe. Hence, we
passed by the Palazzo CarafEi, full of ancient and very
noble statues: also the palace of the Orsini. The next
day, we did little but visit some ' friends, English mer-
chants, resident for their negotiation; only this morning
at the Viceroy's Cavalerizza I saw the noblest horses that
I had ever beheld, one of his sons riding the menage
with that address and dexterity as I had never seen any-
thing approach it.

4th February, 1645. We were invited to the collection
of exotic rarities in the Museum of Ferdinando Impe-
rati, a Neapolitan nobleman, and one of the most ob-
servable palaces in the city, the repository of incomparable
rarities. Among the natural herbals most remarkable
was the Byssus marina and Pinna marina; the male and
female chameleon; an Onocrotatus; an extraordinary great
crocodile; some of the Orcades Anates, held here for a
great rarity; likewise a salamander; the male and female
Manucordiata, the male having a hollow in the back, in
which it is reported the female both lays and hatches
her eggs; the mandragoras, of both sexes; Papyrus,
made of several reeds, and some of silk; tables of
the rinds of trees, written with Japonic characters;
another of the branches of palm; many Indian fruits;
a crystal that had a quantity of uncongealed water
within its cavity; a petrified fisher's net; divers sorts of
tarantulas, being a monstrous spider, with lark-like claws,
and somewhat bigger.

5th February, 1645. This day we beheld the Vice-
king's procession, which was very splendid for the relics,o that stately fountain calledalis, called Christ'sItaly for a few shillings from an old
